Toward a more mature Europe
Themes

· From 1850 to the beginning of WWI, Europe began to experience more rapid change, including a trend toward more nationalism, this prompted the unification of Germany, Italy, and the disintegration of Austria.

· In France, Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, Napoleons nephew, came to power by pledging a strong government that responded to the will of the people. This idea was popular in France because romanticism had painted Napoleon as a hero and the middle class/peasants disliked the growing socialist movement by the working class. Napoleon was elected President for 4 years, but at the end of his term, he dismissed the National Assembly and, to justify his actions, held a vote (universal male suffrage) to legalize his actions. He was succesivly given more authority until he became emperor, with a near 100% majority. France under Napoleon III became known as the ‘Second Empire’.
· Napoleon (III) reformed the banks, encouraged industry, and in general, improved much of the public welfare, taking away many of the arguments the socialists had. In the 1860’s. France became more liberalized, with the National Assembly gaining more power and influence. In 1870, just before the Franco-Prussian War, Napoleon III gave in and accepted a liberal constitution.
· Russia began an intensive effort to modernize after their defeat in the Crimean War against Turkey, Britain, and France. Russia was still, in effect, a basically medieval country. Tzar Alexander II, in an attempt to reform Russia, did the following:

· Freeing the serfs. However, that didn’t do much as they were still wage slaves, and, because they had to join a farming collective, were unable to use their newfound freedom to improve their agriculture.

· In 1864 Alexander tried to create more grass roots government efforts with the zemstvo, local councils. This also did little as it was still subordinant to the Russian nobility and beauracracy.

· Alexander experienced the most success in industrialization, by attracting industrialists to build factories and railroads. The railroads were the most important as it united Russia, and allowed them to export their grain for more money to further industrialize.
· Unfortunatly, Alexander II was killed by revolutionaries, and the next tzar was Alexander III, a more conservative monarch than Alexander II. The most instrumental person in the industrialization of Russia was Sergei Witte who was the minister of finance from 1892-1903. He further encouraged foreign industrialists to come to Russia and the building of railroads through high protective tariffs. 

· In 1903 Russia lost a war to Japan, which because it was completely unexpected (Asia was viewed as impotent in the eyes of Europe.) this resulted in the Revolution of 1905. It was a combination of both strikes in key cities and separatist movements, mainly in the Ukraine. To try and put down the revolt, the tzar issued the October Manifesto, granting full civil liberties and legislative power to a popularly elected Duma (parliament).
· Although the Duma did have legislative power, the tsar still retained absolute veto powers, and he could appoint ministers regardless of what the Duma thought about them. The law that stated the above rights of the duma were called the Fundamental Laws. An impasse developed between the middle class duma and the tsar, and he eventually dismissed the Duma, rewrote the electoral laws to give the nobles more power, and reconvened the Duma made up primarily of the nobles.

· After defeats in the Napoleonic wars, revolutionary movements in the Balkans, and other issues, the Ottoman Sultanate (Turkey) was in decline. The Janissary Corps (made up of slave-soldiers) would regularly overthrow Sultans. To stop this, Mahmud III (1808-1839) created his own artillery corps, and when the janissaries revolted against him by attempting to storm his palace, they were blown apart by artillery. 
· The Ottomans were unable to prevent the loss of Egypt its governor, Muhammad Ali, and was only saved through European intervention as Europe preferred a weak turkey to a powerful turkey. (France didn’t like this, as they were aiding Ali.) The ottomans tried to open up to the west to create a more modern government with the Tanzimat (reforms) which granted full legal equality to all subjects. This slightly failed as Europe became more involved in Ottoman affairs. Under Sultan Abdulhamid (1876-1909), Turkey abandoned the idea of becoming more western. This decline lead to an intense nationalistic movement known as the ‘Young Turks’ who seized power in 1908. They also created the Turkish Republic following WWI.
· Responsive Nation State

· After the unification of Germany and Italy, the borders of Europe remained pretty static, except in places like Austria-Hungary, Russia, and Turkey.
· Nation-states became more solidified because with universal male suffrage, the ‘working man’ felt like he had a say in his govt. As a result, govt’s tried to play on the nationalistic sense through conquering foreign lands in Imperialism.

· The ‘German Empire’ was actually a federal state, with the individual smaller states conducting their own affairs. The actual government was an elected body known as the ‘Reichstag’. 

· As evidenced in Germany through Bismarck, realpolitik became a common occurrence. This was most evident in Bismarks attempts to remove the socialist party from influence. When he failed in legislating against them, he adopted the less radical of their ideas, leaving them little to argue for except radicalism, which you can’t build a political party on. Despite that, socialism became more accepted in Germany as they allied themselves with nationalism. As a result, they became less radical. 
· In France, after the capture of Napoleon III by the Prussians, the National Assembly chose to surrender to Germany. This lead to the establishment of the Paris Commune which wanted to govern Paris without influence from the countryside. This was crushed at the cost of 20,000 people, but it showed an increasing trend, mainly in France, of revolts starting in the capital.

· Because France couldn’t decide on who to become the next Emperor, France entered the ‘Third Republic’ phase where it was heavily influence by moderate republicans, often from the middle class.
· The ‘Third Republic’ wanted to establish stability through heavy education of the youth, where church schools were abolished and mandatory education was established.

· Austria was formed into the dual monarchy of Austria-Hungary due to nationalistic movements. Austria-Hungary further collapses when the Hungarians try to impose their nationality on other ethnic groups, making them want to be independent.

· Jews in Europe progressively gained more rights, with important gains in 1848, and by 1871, they were granted full legal emancipation in Germany, a trend that was soon repeated. With their increased rights, Jews began to expand from their traditional profession of banking to numerous other pursuits. (I believe the reason many of them were involved with banking was due to one of the 613 Commandments saying something about charging interest or something.) Because numerous govts granted them full legal equality, they were often patriotic as they had a loyalty to the govt.
· However, in eastern Europe, such as in Russia, the Jews did not receive any legal equality and were often used as scapegoats by the govt to try and direct attention away from the govt. As a result of their increased fortunes, anti-semetism began again in Europe degrading the Jews and preventing them from joining the govt. This in turn lead to the idea of Zionism.
· By the late 19th century, almost every single European country had some form of a socialist party that later formed into the First International, then the Second. Socialism rarely acquired much actual political force as the middle class and the aristocracy tried to stamp it out as a communist revolution would mean they lose their power.
· As the socialist movement became larger, it also became more moderate. According to the book, it became ‘militantly moderate’, where although it had radical rhetoric, it took less radical actions. The moderation of socialism is closely tied with the development of unions. Unions were initaly outlawed as subversive, gradually they were legalized, and eventually they gained the right to strike. Unions in Europe also developed similarly unions in the US, with the first try, a universal union collapsing. Unions began to form again based around specialist groups of skilled workers who would focus on ‘bread and butter’ issues and on compromising. Living conditions for the workers steadily improved over time, repudiating Marx’s theory that the poor will get poorer and the rich richer. When some tried to update Marx’s ideas, they were called revisionists. 

· The most famous revisionist was Edward Burnstein in his 1899 book Evolutionary Socialism where he argues for revisionism, but is denounced. Despite that, socialist parties do update their views to fit the times.
· Socialist parties often formed along nationalistic lines. This was likely influenced by the fact that marginalized ethnic groups often ended up as factory workers where they would like both socialism and nationalism. Thus, in WWI, socialist groups were often supportive of the govt.
